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Archaeological Remains of Pot~
and Sweet Potato in Peru
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Fig. 1. Ruins of La: Centinela, situated on the south-central coast of Peru. This large administrative and ritual center served as the
capital of the Chincha nation until it was conquered by an invading army of Inca warriors in t!te year A.D. 1476. Although this site
remained populated for another S6 years, it was destroyed eventually by the Spanish conquistadores. Today, an abundance of cul-
tural artifacts, animal bones, and plant remains lie exposed in middens left uncovered by desert sands.

r T.
he discovery of archaeological
remains of the actual tubers and

roots of potato and sweet potato in Peru
has contributed greatly to our present-
day knowledge of the ancient distribu-
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tion of these two crops and their use
as primary food sources by Peru's early
coastal inhabitants. Preserved remains
unearthed from the refuse heaps, or
middens, located in the vicinity of
ancient ruins (Fig. 1) as well as samples
recovered from ancient tombs and burial
sites have yielded archaeological records
that point to the early development of
agriculture and civilizationin the New
World. Tombs and burial sites have also
proved to be an impo.rtant source of

material in the form of cloth tapestries
that occasionallybear woven images of
potato or sweet potato and of ceramic
vessels representing these two crop
plants as well as others such as achira,
maize, peanut, and squash (Sauer, 1951).
The artistic representation of food plants
in the woven materials and pottery Qf
the ancient Peruvians; which are artifacts
of many types and of different cultural
periods, show us that a crop was in the
process of development long before its




