
 

 

 

 Potatoes and sweetpotatoes can play a significant role in climate 

smart agriculture approaches to climate change 

 Drought, desertification, flooding and rising temperatures 

associated with climate change will compromise the expanding area 

of potato and sweetpotato crops  

 The geographical displacement of agricultural systems is already 

underway because of changes in weather patterns. 

 Projected climate variation in Sub Saharan areas could inhibit the 

delivery of biofortified varieties of orange-fleshed sweetpotato 

(vitamin A) and potato (iron and zinc).  

 Climate change is projected to impair the quality of life of 

smallholder farmers and their families likely resulting in further 

migration to already overwhelmed urban centers. 

 To overcome the agronomic, social, and political challenges brought 

about by climate change the following areas must be strengthened: 

the development of climate-smart crops, the ongoing improvement 

of agricultural systems and the biophysical and social sciences. 
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